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ORIGIN EA-14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 AID-20 EB-11 IGA-02 IO-12 SR-02 
ORM-03 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-09 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-14 USIA-12 T-03 INRE-00 
/157 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/ VN: RGRICHMOND : RHWENZEL: ICM 

3/13/73 EXT. 29402 

APPROVED BY EA: AWHUMMEL 

EA/ VN: LB ASKEW 

EUR/ WE: CKJOHNSON ( DRAFT) 

AID/ SAJ RD: KRABIN ( DRAFT) 

INR/ REA: D KENNEY ( SUBS.) 

045160 

P 132354 Z MAR 73 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 046435 

E. 0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR IT VN VS 

SUB J : VIETNAM RECONSTRUCTION ASSISTANCE 
REF: ROME 1831 



1 . THERE IS UNFORTUNATELY NO SIMPLE AND REASONABLE WAY 
TO QUANTIFY WITH ANY ACCURACY THE HUMAN SUFFERING 

AND MATERIAL DESTRUCTION WHICH HAS OCCURRED THROUGHOUT 
VIETNAM IN ALMOST THREE DECADES OF WAR. 

2. WHILE IT MIGHT BE FEASIBLE TO ARRIVE AT SOME 
QUANTIFICATION OF MATERIAL DAMAGE ALONE, THIS WOULD 
REQUIRE LENGTHY ANALYSIS, AND WE WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO 
TRY TO PROVIDE A QUICK FIX. CERTAINLY DESTRUCTION IN 

THE NORTH HAS BEEN VERY CONSIDERABLE AS A RESULT OF AIR 
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OPERATIONS. HOWEVER, THIS MIGHT WELL BE BALANCED BY 
MATERIAL DAMAGE IN THE SOUTH WHERE ALL THE GROUND 
OPERATIONS ( WITH AIR AND ARTILLERY SUPPORT) HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE, AND OVER A MUCH LONGER PERIOD OF TIME. 

3. IT IS SIMILARLY DIFFICULT TO COMPARE HUMAN SUFFERING 
IN THE NORTH AND SOUTH, ALTHOUGH WE WOULD VENTURE AN 
ESTIMATE THAT THE SOUTH - I. E. THE LOCUS OF GROUND 
OPERATIONS - HAS PROBABLY SUFFERED MOST IN THIS REGARD. 
THE GENERATION OF ONE- AND- A- HALF MILLION NEW REFUGEES 
SINCE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE EASTER INVASION IN 1972 IS 
INDICATIVE OF THIS SUFFERING. ROGERS 
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